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SOUTH AFRICAN CIVIL AVIATION AUTHORITY 
 

ACCIDENT REPORT – EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
Aircraft Registration  ZS-PGA Date of Accident 26 October 2004 Time of Accident 0830Z 

Type of Aircraft PA-18-150 SUPER CUB Type of Operation Private 

Pilot-in-command Licence Type  Private Age 32 Licence Valid Yes 

Pilot-in-command Flying Experience Total Flying Hours 750 Hours on Type 25 

Last point of departure  Private Aerodrome at Waterval Farm in Mpumalanga Province 

Next point of intended landing Private Aerodrome at Waterval Farm in Mpumalanga Province 

Location of the accident site with reference to easily defined geographical points (GPS readings if possible) 

Grass Runway in a Farm at Badfontein 

Meteorological Information Wind: 250/12kts  Visibility: Good  Temperature: 22C 

Number of people on board 1+0 No. of people injured 0 No. of people killed 0 

Synopsis  

The pilot stated that shortly after take off from a private runway in the Badfontein district en-route to 
Lydenburg Aerodrome when the engine lost power.  He further stated that at this stage, he shifted his 
attention to the cockpit and checked the fuel mixture, fuel selection and magnetos before looking out 
again.  By this time the aircraft had lost airspeed and altitude and was banking to the right of the runway 
centreline. The wind was gusting and the right hand wing was close to the ground.  The engine seemed 
to have regained the power and in the instant that he attempted to re-instate the climb, the right wing tip 
impacted a mound of soil on the side of the runway. This caused the aircraft to ground loop to the right 
and impacted the ground facing in the opposite direction.  
 
The pilot was not injured. 
 
When the engine experienced a severe loss of power, the pilot shifted his attention to the cockpit and by 
the time he looked back outside, he had lost directional control of the aircraft and it was too late to 
reinstate the climb when the aircraft regained the power.  The procedure for the engine loss of power 
during take off was not followed as recommended in the owner’s operations handbook. 
 
The aircraft sustained damage to the right hand wing, fuselage, cowling and propeller. 
 
The Aviation Maintenance Organisation was properly audited during the last two years.  The last approval 
certificate was issued on 20 July 2004. 
 
The last MPI prior to the accident was certified on 07 May 2004 at a total of 3387.7 airframe hours. The 
aircraft was operated for 47.3 hours since the last MPI was certified.  All the applicable Service Bulletins 
and Airworthiness Directives were complied with. 
 
Probable Cause  
The pilot failed to look out and the aircraft right wing tip impacted a mound of soil on the side of the 
runway. This resulted in the aircraft to ground loop to the right and impacted the ground facing in the 
opposite direction. 
 
The procedure for the engine loss of power during take off was not followed as recommended in the 
owner’s operations handbook. 
 

 


