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SOUTH AFRICAN CIVIL AVIATION AUTHORITY 
 

ACCIDENT REPORT – EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

Aircraft Registration  ZU-CGL Date of Accident 3 October 2004 Time of 
Accident 1600Z 

Type of Aircraft MAGNI M16 Type of Operation Private 

Pilot-in-command Licence Type  Gyroplane Age 50 Licence Valid Yes 

Pilot-in-command Flying Experience  Total Flying Hours 577 Hours on Type 310 

Last point of departure  Mabalingwe Country Estate 

Next point of intended landing Syferfontein Aerodrome 

Location of the accident site with reference to easily defined geographical points (GPS readings if possible) 

Near Hartebeeshoek tracking station 

Meteorological Information Weather was fine.(CAVOK) Temperature:30˚C 

Number of people on board 1 + 1 No. of people injured 1 No. of people killed 0 

Synopsis  

The pilot, accompanied by a passenger was engaged in a private flight from Mabalingwe 
Country Estate to Syferfontein Aerodrome. During the flight the pilot noticed that the oil 
temperature was abnormally high at 130˚C. He decided to land on a private aerodrome for 
approximately an hour to allow the engine to cool down. He took-off again and the oil 
temperature stabilized at approximately 110˚C. On reaching abeam Brits Aerodrome the 
temperature was stable at 112˚C and the pilot decided to continue with the flight to Syferfontein 
Aerodrome. 
 
While flying past the Hartebeespoort Dam they had to climb over the mountain range, during this 
phase of flight the oil temperature increase again to 130˚C, and the pilot had to reduce the 
engine RPM from 5200 to 4800rpm in an attempt to cool down the engine. According to the pilot 
he was at 500feet AGL and concentrated so much on the oil temperature that he neglected to 
notice a decrease in airspeed. He stated that the tail of the aircraft “dropped” suddenly and he 
lost altitude. He opened the throttle fully and pushed the stick forward but was unable to maintain 
altitude and crashed into trees. 
 
The aircraft was extensively damaged, the pilot was admitted to hospital for a period of one day, 
but he was not seriously injured. The passenger escaped with minor injuries. 
 
According to available information the aircraft was not in possession of a valid Authority to Fly at 
the time of event. The last Annual Inspection prior to the accident was certified on 10 June 2004 
at 302.5 airframe hours. The aircraft had flown a further 7.5 hours since the last Annual 
Inspection was certified. 
 

Probable Cause  

The pilot’s attention was diverted by the increasing oil temperature and did not notice the 
decrease in airspeed, which caused the aircraft to loose altitude at a substantial rate of descent. 
The pilot applied full throttle in close proximity to the ground to avoid ground impact but collided 
with trees. 

 


