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SOUTH AFRICAN CIVIL AVIATION AUTHORITY 
 

ACCIDENT REPORT – EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
Aircraft Registration  ZU-CTB Date of Accident 14 August 2004 Time of Accident 0540Z 

Type of Aircraft Aviate Products, RAPTOR Type of Operation Solo Training 

Pilot-in-command Licence Type  Student Microlight Age 49 Licence Valid Yes 

Pilot-in-command Flying Experience  Total Flying Hours 16.7 Hours on Type 16.7 

Last point of departure  Panorama Aerodrome 

Next point of intended landing Panorama Aerodrome  

Location of the accident site with reference to easily defined geographical points (GPS readings if possible) 

Adjacent to Runway 19, Panorama Aerodrome, 7nm SW of Rand Aerodrome  

Meteorological Information The wind was calm, visibility was good with zero cloud cover. 

Number of people on board 1 + 0 No. of people injured 1 No. of people killed 0 

Synopsis  

The student pilot was in the process of conducting solo circuits and landings when the accident 
occurred. 
 
Another microlight aircraft had landed on Runway 19 approximately 1 minute earlier and was 
taxiing back on the taxiway when the accident aircraft landed.   
 
The pilot had executed a glide approach for Runway 19  for a touch-and-go landing when during 
the landing the aircraft ballooned and again touched down to the right of the runway centre-line 
with the aircraft yawed to the right.  He applied full power in an attempt to become airborne again 
but departed the right hand side of the runway and prior to becoming airborne, collided with a pile 
of builder’s rubble situated approximately 5m from the right hand edge and approximately 300m 
from the threshold of the runway.   
 
The pilot was seriously injured in the collision and the aircraft was extensively damaged. 
 
The aircraft had been issued with a Training School Authority to Fly on 24 July 2003 which had 
lapsed on 25 July 2004.  The Authority to Fly was therefore invalid when the accident occurred.  
 
The Training school held a valid Training Organisation Accreditation and Approval Certificate, 
CAA/0055 which was issued on 25 September 2003 with an expiry date of 27 August 2004.   
 
The last Annual Inspection was certified on 20 July 2004 at 926.21 airframe hours.  A 25 hour 
inspection was carried out on 13 August 2004 at 951.3 airframe hours.  The accident occurred at 
952 airframe hours, 0.7 hours after the last inspection.  

Probable Cause  

On landing the student pilot inadvertently allowed the aircraft to balloon and it touched down again 
with the aircraft yawed to the right by approximately 15 degrees to the runway heading.  Instead 
of closing the power, the student pilot applied full power in an attempt to become airborne again, 
departed the right-hand side of the runway and collided with a pile of builders rubble next to the 
runway.   

 


