Ref: 7197
SOUTH AFRICAN CIVIL AVIATION AUTHORITY

ACCIDENT REPORT - EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

Date of Accident 13 May 2000 Time of Accident 0440z

Aircraft Registration | ZU-BJM Type of Aircraft AERO TRIKE
Pilot-in-command Licence Type Student Licence Valid Yes
Pilot-in-command Flying Experience Total Flying Hours 29.8 Total Hours on Type 29.8
Type of Operation Training

Last point of departure Kilprivier

Next point of intended landing Kliprivier

Location of the accident site with reference to easily defined geographical points (plus GPS readings if possible)

Approximately 500m from the threshold of Runway 02

Meteorological Information Weather was fine except for strong gusty wind conditions.

Number of people on board 1 No. of people injured 0 No. of people killed 1

Synopsis

The student pilot and his instructor arrived at the Kliprivier aerodrome on 13 May 2000 at
approximately 0400Z, for a training session. Also at the aerodrome, was another pilot who was
preparing for a flight to Heidelberg (ZU-CCB).

The pilot of ZU-CCB observed the pilot of ZU-BJM carrying out his engine run-up checks at the
threshold of Runway 02. While he carried out his own run-up at the holding point he observed ZU-
BJM taking off and turning cross-wind before he commenced his take-off.

Shortly after take-off the instructor, who was standing on the aerodrome, requested the pilot of ZU-
CCB to keep a lookout for the aircraft ZU-BJM, as he had lost visual contact with the aircraft.

As the pilot of ZU-CCB turned right base for Runway 02, he observed that the aircraft ZU-BJM had
impacted the ground to the south of the aerodrome.

As the pilot of ZU-CCB passed the clump of trees on base leg, near the accident site, he experienced
severe turbulence and was “thrown all over the sky”. The instructor radioed the pilot to take full
power, which he did, and managed to climb out over the trees and clear of the turbulent condition. He
immediately did a full stop landing on Runway 02.

Probable Cause

The most probable cause for this accident can be attributed to the fact that the student pilot
experienced a severe gust of wind while turning base leg. He was unable to control the aircraft in this
condition and subsequently impacted the ground.
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